
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 31, 2021 

 

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH, FALLS CHURCH, VA 
 

✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

PRELUDE       Built on the Rock 
    1. Scott Hyslop 2. Wilber Held 
WELCOME 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    (Stand)      #645     Built on the Rock 
 

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 
    Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 
    Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the souls distressed, 
    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 

2  Surely in temples made with hands 
    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 
    All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
    Making our bodies His temple. 

 

3  We are God’s house of living stones, 
    Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 
Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
    With all His grace and His favor. 

 

4  Here stands the font before our eyes, 
    Telling how God has received us. 
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 
    And what His Supper here gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 
Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
    And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 
    That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
    Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 



INVOCATION 
 

In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 

(We observe a moment of silence for self-reflection.) 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father  
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

KYRIE           see p. 152 for music 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house and for all who offer their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE p. 155 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  



This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Let us pray. Almighty and gracious Lord, 
pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and 
deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving 
peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
✠ ✠ ✠ 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON      (Be seated) Revelation 14:6-7 
  

 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on 
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him 
glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
the springs of water.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM (10:30)        Jubilation Choir “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 
       setting: Carl Schalk 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise trimphantly. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 



SECOND LESSON       Romans 3:19-28 
 

 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human 
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of 
the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA VERSE      (Stand) p. 156       
 

Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL           John 8:31-36 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter 
  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and 
have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does 
not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    (Stand)    #656     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
    A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
    That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
    Deep guile and great might 
    Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 



2 With might of ours can naught be done, 
    Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
    Of Sabaoth Lord, 
    And there’s none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 
    All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
    They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
    He can harm us none. 
    He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 

4 The Word they still shall let remain 
    Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
    With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
    Though these all be gone, 
    Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

 

ADDRESS TO CONFIRMANDS     
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH    (Both congregation and confirmand) 
 

 Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 
  I do. 
 

 Do you believe in God the Father?   
    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
    

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?   
     I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  
 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
 
 



RECEPTION INTO CONFIRMED MEMBERSHIP    (Congregation may be seated)  
  

 Mason A.  Kaitlin A. 
 Andreas B. Victoria F. 
    
OFFERING 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Gracious heavenly Father, we thank You for the comfort of the Gospel and for restoring its clear message during 
times of reformation. And we praise You that we have come to the sure knowledge of standing justified before 
You not by what we have done, but by your grace and through faith in what Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, has 
done on our behalf. We implore You now to defend Your Church from all enemies of Your saving Word, and to 
cause Your eternal Gospel to be proclaimed in our time to every nation, tribe, language and people on earth, 
that your truth might graciously be preserved for all generations to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Lord, make us true disciples by keeping us in Your Word and free from all false teaching. Make our homes and 
families places of peace, love and joy. Preserve all parents in faith and encourage them in their task of passing it 
on, that children would be brought up in the fear and instruction of your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
  
Gracious God, be with all who are learning the faith, including those confirmed today. Provide for them ongoing 
care and support, and especially through Christian friends, teachers and role models. Bless our church, that we 
might always be a place of refuge and strength for them. And help us all to continue to grow together as your 
disciples. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
O Lord, have mercy on our nation. Give us good and faithful rulers who will govern after Your good pleasure and 
lead us rightly in our life together. Bless Joseph our President, Ralph our Governor, and all who serve in the civil 
realm. Grant to us in this commonwealth an extra measure of faith and understanding this week as we elect our 
leaders. And remind us all of Your rule in this world, that we would not be deceived to think that all power 
resides in our hands. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Merciful Father, hear our prayers for the sick, the joyful, the grieving, and for all those in any need. We pray 
especially for those on our prayer list, and for (_________ and) all we name in our hearts. Preserve them by 
Your promises, heal them according to your good and gracious will, and bring them safely through this world to 
everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Almighty God, You have given us the certainty of sins forgiven in Your Son, set forth as a propitiation by His 
blood, to be received by faith. Lead us then in the eating and drinking of that body and blood today, that it may 
be done in repentance and faith, now and always. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that You have brought us by Your Word out of the darkness of error 
and into the light of Your grace. Mercifully help us to walk in that light. And grant that we do not become 
ungrateful and despise Your Word but receive it with all our heart, conduct our lives according to it, and put our 
trust in Your grace; through the merits of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION      (Stand) p. 178 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

   It is truly good right and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 



AGNUS DEI 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION      (Be seated) 
 

The Communion Assistant will come forward to receive first, then those from the pulpit side – by order of pew, front to 
back. Communicants will come up the center aisle and return via the side aisle. When all from the pulpit side have 
communed, the baptismal font side will commune in the same manner. Distancing must be maintained between all 
communicants. We ask that the wine be consumed away from the tray table. Empty cups should be dropped into the 
baskets. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC Our Father, Who from Heaven Above (LSB 766) 
 Setting: Barbara Harbach 
     

 
NUNC DIMITTIS      (Stand) p. 165 

 

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     
 

BENEDICTION      
 

SENDING HYMN    #644       The Church’s One Foundation 
 

1 The Church’s one foundation 
    Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
    By water and the Word. 
From heav’n He came and sought her 
    To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
    And for her life He died. 

 

2 Elect from ev’ry nation, 
    Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: 
    One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, 
    Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses 
    With ev’ry grace endued. 

 

 
 



3 Though with a scornful wonder 
    The world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
    By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
    Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
    Shall be the morn of song. 

 

4 Through toil and tribulation 
    And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation 
    Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious 
    Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious 
    Shall be the Church at rest. 

 

5 Yet she on earth has union 
    With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
    With those whose rest is won. 
O blessèd heav’nly chorus! 
    Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, 
    May see You face to face. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS    (Be seated) 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE      A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   
        Setting: David Cherwin 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: “We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.”     ~ Martin Luther 

Those serving: 
 

Sunday, October 31, 8:30 a.m.: 

  Greeter: Rich Kauzlarich 
  Comm. assist: Dede Dixon 
  Reader: Melissa Hecht 
 
 

10:30 a.m.: 

  Greeter: Steve Janssen 

  Comm. assist: Jill Hecht 
     Reader: Lynn Jacquez 
 



Worship Notes 
 
Thank you for worshiping with us at St. Paul’s! In worship Christ is present among His gathered people and the Holy Spirit 
is poured out through Word and Sacrament. 

If you have a need or concern that you would like us to lift up in prayer, you may fill out a yellow Prayer Request Card and 
give it to the greeter or pastor. Restrooms can be found both downstairs and near the parking lot entrance. Parents can 
take their children to the Cry Room as needed, but we love to have them with us in worship. Before you leave, we ask 
that you fill out a Fellowship Card and place it in the offering box at the sanctuary entrance. 

In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us his true body and blood. This meal forgives our sins and strengthens our faith. The 
Supper is for baptized Christians who have been taught the faith, examined themselves and share with us in confession. If 
you are not communing, you may still come forward for a blessing (bow your head or cross your arms). If you’re not sure 
whether you should commune, please speak first to one of our pastors. 

We pray that God’s love and care be evident to you in our gathering, and that He gladden your heart and give peace to 
you this day! 
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