
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 1, 2023 

 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS, WELCOME TO ST. PAUL'S! 
 

8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
✠ ✠ ✠ 

 

THE ENTRANCE RITE 
 

PRELUDE  O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
 Setting: Keith Kolander 
 

WELCOME 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN     O Holy Spirit, Enter In LSB 913 
 

1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, 
And in our hearts Your work begin, 
    Your dwelling place now make us. 
Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 
Around and in us brightly shine, 
    To joy and gladness wake us 
        That we may be 
    Truly living, 
    To You giving 
        Prayer unceasing 
And in love be still increasing. 

 

2 Give to Your Word impressive pow’r, 
That in our hearts from this good hour 
    As fire it may be glowing, 
That in true Christian unity 
We faithful witnesses may be, 
    Your glory ever showing. 
        Hear us, cheer us 
    By Your teaching; 
    Let our preaching 
        And our labor 
Praise You, Lord, and serve our neighbor. 

 



 

 

3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life, 
Let Your dear Word, in doubt and strife, 
    In us be strongly burning 
That we be faithful unto death 
And live in love and holy faith, 
    From You true wisdom learning. 
        Your grace and peace 
    On us shower; 
    By Your power 
        Christ confessing, 
Let us see our Savior’s blessing. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 167 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

 

KYRIE   LSB 168 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  



 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE    This is the Feast LSB 171 
 

       This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory 
are His. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun 
His reign. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Let us pray.  Almighty God, 
You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 



 

 

✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON    (Be seated) Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

 The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul 
of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? When a righteous person turns away 
from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has 
done he shall die. Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has 
committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. Because he considered 
and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; 
he shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of 
Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be 
your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and 
make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I 
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

(10:30) PSALM 25:1-10    (Sung responsively) 
To you, O LORD, 
 I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; 
 let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
 teach me your paths. 



 

 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; 
 for you I wait all the day long. 

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
 for they have been from of old. 
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
 according to your steadfast love remember me, 
 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

Good and upright is the LORD; 
 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the humble in what is right, 
 and teaches the humble his way. 
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

SECOND LESSON              Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 
 

 If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . . 
 Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of 
life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice 
with me. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA VERSE    (Stand)  LSB 173 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 



 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 21:23-32 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one 
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” 
And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and 
believe him.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 SERMON       (Be seated) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       (Stand)      Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 
 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 



 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED        LSB, Back cover 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
OFFERING       
  Offerings support the church’s mission work – both here and through our many 
partners. Offerings may be placed in the box at the sanctuary entrance or sent to the 
church through our website or the mail. Fellowship Cards help us welcome new people 
and track participation. Please fill one out and place it in the offering box following the 
service. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH       
 

 The response to each petition will be: 
  Let us pray to the Lord:  
  Lord have mercy. 



 

 

OFFERTORY                     Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful            (LSB 955) 
 

1 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence, and give us 
A foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
✠ ✠ ✠ 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
PREFACE LSB 177 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

  It is truly good right and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 178 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 179 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
THE COMMUNION      (Be seated) 
 

The Communion Assistant will come forward to receive first, then those from the pulpit side – by order of 
pew, front to back. Communicants will come up the center aisle and return via the side aisle. When all 
from the pulpit side have communed, the baptismal font side will commune in the same manner. We ask 
that the wine be consumed away from the tray table. Empty cups should be dropped into the receptacles. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN      Once in the Baptismal Waters LSB 598  
 

1 Once in the blest baptismal waters 
    I put on Christ and made Him mine; 
Now numbered with God’s sons and daughters, 
    I share His peace and love divine. Refrain 

 



 

 

Refrain  
 O God, for Jesus’ sake I pray 

Your peace may bless my dying day. 
 

2 His body and His blood I’ve taken 
    In His blest Supper, feast divine; 
Now I shall never be forsaken, 
    For I am His, and He is mine. Refrain 

 

3 And thus I live in God contented 
    And die without a thought of fear; 
My soul has to God’s plans consented, 
    For through His Son my faith is clear. Refrain 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 182 
 

 Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER    (Stand) 
 
BENEDICTION    
 
SENDING HYMN        Praise Be to Christ LSB 538 
 

1 Praise be to Christ in whom we see 
    The image of the Father shown, 
    The firstborn Son revealed and known, 
The truth and grace of deity; 
    Through whom creation came to birth, 
Whose fingers set the stars in place, 
    The unseen pow’rs, and this small earth, 
The furthest bounds of time and space. 

 



 

 

2 Praise be to Him whose sov’reign sway 
    And will upholds creation’s plan; 
    Who is, before all worlds began 
And when our world has passed away: 
    Lord of the Church, its life and head, 
Redemption’s price and source and theme, 
    Alive, the firstborn from the dead, 
To reign as all-in-all supreme. 

 

3 Praise be to Him who, Lord Most High, 
    The fullness of the Godhead shares; 
    And yet our human nature bears, 
Who came as man to bleed and die. 
    And from His cross there flows our peace 
Who chose for us the path He trod, 
    That so might sins and sorrows cease 
And all be reconciled to God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS    (Be seated) 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE  Praise Be to Christ 
 Setting: Matthew Machemer 
 
FLOWERS: I thank the Lord for my many blessings. By Val Noring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Those serving: 
 

 Sunday, October 1, 8:00 a.m.: 
    

Greeter: Steve Berg 
Comm. Assist.: Dede Dixon 
Reader: Norm Williams 

 

 10:30 a.m.: 

Greeter: Lynn Jacquez 
Comm. assist: Jill Hecht 
Reader: Bill Muller 
Acolyte: William Dennis 
AV Assistants:  Hannes Buuck 
                            Andreas Buuck 
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