
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
DECENBER 31, 2023 

 

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH, FALLS CHURCH, VA 
 

✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

PRELUDE       Angels from the Realms of Glory 
    Setting: Tom Shewmaker 

WELCOME 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    (Stand)          Angels from the Realms of Glory  LSB 367 
 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 
    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 
    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
    Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, 
    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 
    Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

 

 5 All creation, join in praising 
    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising 
    To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

     



8:00 SERVICE 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 
 

10:30 SERVICE 
 

BAPTISMAL DESCRIPTION  
 

PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM   
 

QUESTION TO PARENTS AND SPONSORS  
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH    (The Pastor addresses the baptismal group and the congregation) 
  

 Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil and all his empty promises?   

 I do. 
  

 Do you believe in God the Father?   

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?   

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   

 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
  

✠ THE BAPTISM ✠ 

Oliver Williams VanGelder  
(Son of Eduard and Rachel VanGelder) 

 

WELCOME BY THE CONGREGATION 
 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the 

body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, and worker with us in the 

kingdom of God. 
 



8:00 & 10:30 SERVICES 
 

KYRIE   LSB 152 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
or the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
 

 Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer,  
You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously 
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 
Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON      (Be seated) Isaiah 61:10 – 64:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to sprout up before all the nations. 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your righteousness, 
 and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 111        (Sung responsively) 

Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
 in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
Great are the works of the LORD, 
 studied by all who delight in them. 
Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
 and his righteousness endures forever. 



He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
 the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
He provides food for those who fear him; 
 he remembers his covenant forever. 
He has shown his people the power of his works, 
 in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
 all his precepts are trustworthy; 
they are established forever and ever, 
 to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever. 
 Holy and awesome is his name! 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
 all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
 His praise endures forever! 

SECOND LESSON       Galatians 4:4-7 
 

 When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE      (Stand)  LSB 156     
 

Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 
 
 
 



GOSPEL           Luke 2:22-40 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter 
  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and 
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name 
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in 
the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God 
and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
 according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation 
 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 
was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very 
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 



 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    (Stand)      Let All Together Praise Our God  Sts, 1-2, 5-7 LSB 389 
 

1 Let all together praise our God 
    Before His glorious throne; 
Today He opens heav’n again 
    To give us His own Son, 
    To give us His own Son. 

 

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 
    Is born an infant small, 
And in a manger, poor and lone, 
    Lies in a humble stall, 
    Lies in a humble stall. 

 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 

 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 

(8:00) APOSTLES’ CREED Hymnal, back cover 

OFFERING       

  Offerings support the church’s mission work – both here and through our many partners. 
Offerings may be placed in the box at the sanctuary entrance or sent to the church through our 



website or the mail. Fellowship Cards help us welcome new people and track participation. Please 
fill one out and place it in the offering box following the service. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

The response to each petition will be: 

     “Lord, in your mercy,” 

“hear our prayer.” 
 

?OFFERTORY     (Stand)       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful   LSB 955 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence, and give us 
A foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PREFACE   LSB 160 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 



It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled 
Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, 
even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal 
death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My ✠ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠ 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 
to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI          LSB 163 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION      (Be seated) 
 

Those wishing to commune at the foot of the steps should come forward first. Those wishing to 
commune at the altar rail should come forward after these, front rows first, from both sides of 
the aisle. After receiving, all should return to their seats. A common dismissal will be given at the 
end. 
 



COMMUNION HYMN                         God Loves Me Dearly LSB 392 
 

1 God loves me dearly, 
Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. 

 

2 I was in slav’ry, 
Sin, death, and darkness; 
God’s love was working 
To make me free. Refrain 

 

3 He sent forth Jesus, 
My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus 
And set me free. Refrain 

 

4 Jesus, my Savior, 
Himself did offer; 
Jesus, my Savior, 
Paid all I owed. Refrain 

 

5 Now I will praise You, 
O Love Eternal; 
Now I will praise You 
All my life long. Refrain 

  

NUNC DIMITTIS      (Stand) LSB 165 
 

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry 
people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 



 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     
 

BENEDICTION      
 

SENDING HYMN             O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly LSB 897 
 

1 O rejoice, ye Christians, loudly, 
    For our joy has now begun; 
    Wondrous things our God has done. 
Tell abroad His goodness proudly, 
    Who our race has honored thus, 
    That He deigns to dwell with us. Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 Joy, O joy, beyond all gladness, 

Christ has done away with sadness! 
    Hence, all sorrow and repining, 
    For the Sun of Grace is shining! 

 

2 See, my soul, thy Savior chooses 
    Weakness here and poverty; 
    In such love He comes to thee. 
Neither crib nor cross refuses; 
    All He suffers for thy good 
    To redeem thee by His blood. Refrain 

 

3 Lord, how shall I thank Thee rightly? 
    I acknowledge that by Thee 
    I am saved eternally. 
Let me not forget it lightly, 
    But to Thee at all times cleave 
    And my heart true peace receive. Refrain 

 

4 Jesus, guard and guide Thy members, 
    Fill them with Thy boundless grace, 
    Hear their prayers in ev’ry place. 
Fan to flame faith’s glowing embers; 



    Grant all Christians, far and near, 
    Holy peace, a glad new year! Refrain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    (Be seated) 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE      O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly
       Setting: Donald Rotermund 
 

Those serving:
 

   8:00 a.m.: 

  Greeter: Steve Janssen 

  Comm. assist: Dede Dixon 

  Reader: Linda Berg 

  

 
 

10:30 a.m.: 

  Greeter: Lynn Jacquez

  Comm. assist: Dan Buuck 

     Reader: Lynn Jacquez 

  Acolyte: Kadyn Godbee 

    AV Assistants:  Hannes Buuck 

                        Andreas Buuck
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