
 

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
APRIL 28, 2024  

IN THE NAME OF JESUS, WELCOME TO ST. PAUL'S! 
 

✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

THE ENTRANCE RITE 
 

PRELUDE  Toccata in Seven 
  John Rutter 
 

WELCOME 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                    We Know that Christ is Raised    LSB 603 
 

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
Embraced by death, He broke its fearful hold; 
And our despair He turned to blazing joy. 
    Alleluia! 

 

2 We share by water in His saving death. 
Reborn, we share with Him an Easter life 
As living members of a living Christ. 
    Alleluia! 

 

3 The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life. 
The Spirit’s power shakes the Church of God. 
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 
    Alleluia! 

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 
In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 



 

 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

KYRIE   LSB  152 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 
to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE - “This is the Feast” LSB  155 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  



 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 
His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 

 Let us pray.  O God,  
You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love 
what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many 
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
✠ ✠ ✠ 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON    (Be seated) Acts 8:26-40 
 

 An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And 



 

 

there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
  so he opens not his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? 
  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road 
they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

8:30 PSALM 150  (Sung responsively) 
 

10:30 ANTHEM                                Jubilation Choir The Fruit of the Vine 
    Setting: Mark Patterson 
 

Christ is the vine and we are the branches;  
through him we can do anything. 
Christ is the strength, the source and the blessing;  
when we serve him we behold the fruit of the vine. 
 

Just as the Lord has loved us, so let us love one another. 
For this is God's command, that our joy may be full. 



 

 

SECOND LESSON        1 John 4:1-11 
 

 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little children, 
you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 
world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error. 
 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

10:30 CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE    (Stand) LSB 156 
 

 Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL John 15:1-8 
  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter 
Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 [Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of 
mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 



 

 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove 
to be my disciples.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ 
 

SERMON    (Be seated) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    (Stand)        Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen LSB 474 
 

1 Alleluia! 
Jesus is risen! 
    Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, 
Heaven forever! 
    Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

2 Walking the way, 
Christ in the center 
    Telling the story to open our eyes; 
Breaking our bread, 
Giving us glory: 
    Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain 

 

3 Jesus the vine, 
We are the branches; 
    Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
Heaven to earth, 
Christ to the people, 
    Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain 

 



 

 

4 Weeping, be gone; 
Sorrow, be silent: 
    Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
Cherubim sing: 
“O grave, be open!” 
    Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain 

 

5 City of God, 
Easter forever, 
    Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
River of life, 
Saints and archangels, 
    Sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED Hymnal, back cover 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
 



 

 

OFFERING       
  Offerings support the church’s mission work – both here and through our many partners. Offerings may 

be placed in the box at the sanctuary entrance or sent to the church through our website or the 
mail. Fellowship Cards help us welcome new people and track participation. Please fill one out and place it 
in the offering box following the service. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 The response to each petition will be: 
Let us pray to the Lord:   
Lord, have mercy. 

                        

✠ ✠ ✠ 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

OFFERTORY through AGNUS DEI  (Stand)    LSB 159-163 
OFFERTORY                         LSB 159 

 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

   It is truly good right and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 
 
 



 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 



 

 

THE COMMUNION    (Be seated) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN             What Is This Bread    LSB 629 
 

1 What is this bread? 
Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
    This bread we break, 
    This life we take, 
Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 

 

2 What is this wine? 
The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
    The cup of grace 
    Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 

 

3 So who am I, 
That I should live and He should die 
    Under the rod? 
    My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 

 

4 Yet is God here? 
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
    In mouth and soul 
    He makes us whole— 
Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 

 

5 Is this for me? 
I am forgiven and set free! 
    I do believe 
    That I receive 
His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

 

PRAYER    (Stand) 



 

 

BENEDICTION    
 

SENDING HYMN                             Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LSB 700 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 
    Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
    Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
    Set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
    Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then Thy new creation, 
    Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
    Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
    Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
    Setting: Nancy Raabe 

 
FLOWERS: The flowers are dedicated in honor of baptismal birthdays, symbolizing renewal 
and spiritual rebirth.  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  
The old has gone, the new is here!” - 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Let us rejoice in the continuous journey of faith and grace marked by baptism. 
Remembering Natalie’s baptismal birthday 13 years ago on Easter morning! 

    Sara and Jason Starck 
 
FELLOWSHIP – Board of Youth 
 
 

Those serving: 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m.: 

Greeter: Jim Easterly 
Comm. assist: Dede Dixon 
Reader: Norm Williams 

 

 10:30 a.m.: 

Greeter: Lynn Jacquez 
Comm. assist: Judy Koucky 
Reader: Lynn Jacquez 
Acolyte: Daniel Wang 
AV Assist: Hannes Buuck, Andreas Buuck 
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